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NORTHWICH  URBAN  DI  STRICT .COUNCIL 
HEALTH  REPORT  .FOR  1958 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Northwich  Urban  District  Council. 
Mesdames  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  essential  matters 
affecting  the  Public  Health  of  the  Town  during  the  year  1958* 


SECTION  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area 


•  «  *> 


•  ©  . 


♦  • » 


•  •  • 


Population  -  Registrar-General  fs  latest 

estimate  of  population  ...  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1958  . .. 

Rateable  value  -  1953  . . .  ...  . . . 

Estimated  product  of  a  penny  rate  -  1958/59  .  *. 


... 

2,626  acres 

1957 

1958 

19,540 

19,470 

•  •  • 

6 ,498 

O  •  • 

£  298,845 

+  »  • 

£  1,210 

The  following  extracts  from  vital  statistics  of  the  year  relate  to 
net  births  and  deaths  after  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transfers 
by  the  Registrar-General. 


Total. 

Male 

Female 

Live  Births  - 

Legitimate 

+  *  •  •  0  • 

204 

102 

102 

Illegitimate 

•  0  <5  +  +  # 

6 

A 

2 

Birth  rate  per  1000 

of  the  estimated  resident  population 

•  0  • 

10.78 

After  adjustmen 

.t  by  the  Comparability 

Factor 

•  •  • 

10.88 

Total 

Hale 

Female 

Still  Births  - 

Legitimate 

t  •  •  •  0  •  +  •  + 

9 

7 

2 

Illegitimate 

•  •  0  •  •  • 

1 

— 

1 

Rate  per  1000  total 

live  and  still  births 

•  •  # 

A5.A5 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Deaths 

ooe  ...  0.. 

222 

119 

103 

Death  rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 
After  adjustment  by  the  Comparability  Factor 


11.  AO 
11.85 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  - 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  38.09 
Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  ...  36. 06 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  Nil 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  including  10  of  the  lung 
"  ?t  Measles  (all  ages)  ... 


Diphtheria  (all  ages) 
Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 


t  •  •  •  •  # 

•  •  •  t  «  C 


#  #  • 
#  •  • 

•  •  # 


38 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


The  following  table  compares  the 


1946  - 

1957  : 

Birth 

Death 

Year 

Population 

Rate 

Rate 

1946 

19,150 

21. a- 

12.95 

1947 

19,580 

20.02 

11.54 

1948 

19,230 

18.09 

11.18 

1949 

18,810 

17.33 

12.59 

1950 

18,330 

13.64 

13.42 

1951 

17,160 

14.10 

15.09 

1952 

16 , 920 

14.59 

13.00 

1953 

16 ,470 

11.53 

11.90 

1954 

15,860 

12.35 

11.60 

1955 

19,730 

9.8  3 

11.80 

1956 

19,520 

11.38 

11.73 

1957 

19,540 

11.97 

llol5 

1958 

19 ,470 

10.78 

11.40 

main  statistics  for  1958  with  the  years 


Infant 

No.  of 

No  •  of 

Death 

Deaths  from 

Deaths  from 

Rate 

Cancer 

Tuber culo si s 

46.91 

38 

13 

40.81 

32 

1 

28.73 

41 

9 

39.87 

28 

8 

32.00 

40 

- 

45.45 

39 

4 

28.34 

40 

2 

36.84 

34 

4 

5.10 

26 

2 

36.07 

39 

1 

27.03 

36 

5 

16.99 

44 

1 

38.09 

38 

- 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  -  1958 

(Taken  from  the  Registrar-General  *s  Tables) 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

•  0  •  •  0  » 

Male  s 

Female  s 

Total 

2. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

0  •  0  90# 

- 

- 

- 

3. 

Syphilitic  Diseases  ... 

•  •  •  e  •  • 

- 

1 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria 

•  *>  0  •  ©  • 

- 

- 

- 

5. 

Who oping  Cough 

*  0  •  *  •  4 

- 

— 

- 

60 

lieningococcal  Infections 

•  0  •  ©  ©  0 

— 

- 

- 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . . 

9  ♦  e  •  #  • 

- 

— 

- 

8. 

Measles  00. 

•  0  •  •  •  • 

- 

- 

- 

9. 

Other  infective  &  Parasitic 

Diseases 

2 

— 

2 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

.  9 

1 

10 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

•  ©  #  •  •  • 

5 

1 

6 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

*  •  •  #  #-  • 

- 

3 

3 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

•  •  ®  ... 

- 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  &  lymphatic 

neoplasms 

10 

8 

18 

15. 

Leukaemia ,  aleukaemia 

•  •  #  •  •  # 

- 

- 

- 

16. 

Diabetes  ... 

•  •  •  »  •  • 

- 

- 

- 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system 

10 

25 

35 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

• « .  ... 

23 

11 

34 

19. 

Hypertension  with  Leant  disease  ... 

3 

2 

5 

-  3  - 


•  9 


4  •  • 


4  ♦ 


20*  Other  heart  diseases 

21.  Other  circulatory  diseases 

22.  Influenza  ...  . . . 

23.  Pneumonia  . .. 

24.  Bronchitis  . , . 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis, enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Uephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

29#  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . . . 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
31c  Congenital  malformations  . c . 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disease 
33 o  Motor  vehicle  accidents 
34.  All  other  accidents 

_)Z)  •  Suicide  ...  ...  . 

3^.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


. « 


* .  • 


s 


• •  • 


*  *  • 


TOTALS 


Males 

14 

5 
1 

6 

11 

2 

2 


2 

3 

3 

1 

5 


119 


SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE 
(A)  Provided  by  the  District  Council 


(1)  Staff  - 
V.  S.  SUITER,  M„B.  , 
Ch.B. ,  M.R.C.S. , 
L.R.G.P. ,  D.P.H. 

CLERICAL  STATE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Hartford  Hill, 

Northwich. 

1  person  (Whole -time) 


T.  BAINES 

M.R.S.H.  ,  L.A.P.K.I .  , 

Cert.R.S.I. ,  Meat  & 
Other  Poods 

P.  JOHNSON 
Cert.R.S.I.,  Meat  & 
Other  Poods 


Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector 
The  Council  House, 
Northwich. 

Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector 


MRS.  M.  McGOTAN 


W.  A.  BAINES 


Clerical  Assistant 

* 

Pupil 


Females  To  tad 


20 

8 


5 

2 


3 


34 

13 

1 

11 

13 

2 

2 

3 

2 


4 

5 

2 

1 


6 

8 

3 


103  222 


AREA 


(Services  shared  with 
other  3  Mid-Cheshire 
districts  &  C. Council) 

(Services  shared  with 
other  3  Mid-Che s hire 
districts  ) 

(Northwich  Urban 
District  only) 


—  do 


-  do 

-  do  - 


(2)  Laboratory  Facilities 


t  f 

~r 


The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Services  in  Manchester ,  which  are 
provided  free  of  charge  to  the  Northwich  Urban  District  Council,  proved 
adequate  during  the  year.  Details  of  the  samples  are  given  later  in 
the  report. 


(3)  Environmental  Services 


Derails  of  other  Services 
Inspections,  Food  examination. 
District  Council  are  recorded 


,  Q.g- 

etc.  , 

later 


Public  Health  and  Housing 
etc.,  provided  by  the  Northwich  Urban 
in  this  report. 


(3)  Hospital  Services 


(i)  Infectious  Diseases 


admissions  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  are  now  spread  over  the 
following  hospitals*.  Farrington  Isolation  Hospital,  lionsal  Fever 
Hospital,  Crewe  Isolation  Hospital  and  Macclesfield  Hospital.  To  which 
hospital  our  cases  go  depends  largely  upon  the  preference  of  the 
patient* s  doctor,  and,  of  course,  on  the  availability  of  hospital  beds. 

(ii)  General  Hospital  Services 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year  1957  a  Joint  Mid-Che  shire  Committee 
comprising  representatives  of  all  four  Mid-Cheshire  Authorities  and 
interested  local  medical  practitioners  was  formed*  The  aim  of  this 
Committee  was  'bo  expedite ,  as  far  as  possible,  the  provision  of  a 
general  hospital  to  serve  the  Mid-Cheshire  area,  thereby  reducing  the 
many  inconveniences  experienced  by  patients  and  relatives  when  hospital 
accommodation  has  to  be  sought  as  far  away  as  Chester,  Liverpool, 

Far  ring  ton,  Manchester  and  Crewe.  At  the  time  of  writing  (May  1959) 
it  appears,  whilst  the  Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board  full  appreciates 
the  urgent  need  of  this  area,  no  firm  proposal  has  yet  been  formulated. 


(C)  Provided  by  the  County  Council 

The  Cheshire  County  Council  have  Officers  discharging  duties  in  the 
Urban  area  under  the  following  services 

School  Medical,  Maternity  and  Child  Me If are  including  Milk  Food 
Sales,  Tuberculosis,  School  Dental,  Health  Visiting,  Heights-  and  Measures 
Inspection,  Specialist  Services,  e. g.  Orthopaedic,  Ophthalmic,  Paediatric, 
Home  and  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Services,  Speech  Theraphy,  Residential  and 
Temporary  Accommodation  under  the  County  He  If  are  Services,  etc.,  etc. 

In  addition,  the  ild-C  he  shire  Divisional  Health  Committee  (under  the 
auspices  of  the  County  Council)  provided  the  following  services;- 
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(a)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  Schemes 


The  work  done  during  the  year  1958  in  the  Northwich  Urban  District  is 
detailed  as  follows  :- 


Vaccination  a.gainst  Smallpox 

Pre-School  Children  ...  88 
School  Children  ...  7 
Adults  ...  29 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Pre-School  Children  ...  3 
School  Children  # , ,  1 
Re-Immunised  ...  32 


Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

Pre-School  Children  ...  2 
School  Children  . . .  Nil 
Re -Immunised  ...  5 


Combined  Diphtheria,  and  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

Pre-School  Children  . . .  141 

School  Children  . „ .  Nil 

Re -Immunised  ...  12 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 

This  scheme  which  commenced  in  May  1956,  was  further  extended  whereby 
persons  of  the  age  of  26  might  receive  the  protective  treatment  against 
Poliomyelitis.  Whilst  the  extension  of  the  scheme  did  not  really  get 
established  until  1959  much  of  the  preliminary  work  was  carried  out  and 
the  outcome  of  this  was  that  early  in  1959  very  satisfactory  progress  in  the 
scheme  was  possible. 

(b)  Sitting  Case  Car  and  Ambulance  Service 

The  service  in  the  area  continued  to  deal  with  Northwich  Urban  patients 
expeditiously  and  without  serious  complaint  throughout  the  year. 

(c)  Prevention  of  Illness  -  Car  and  After  Care 

Nursing  requisites  and  a.fter-care  equipment  were  loaned  for  the  use  of 
the  sick  and  needy  in  a  number  of  homes  during  the  year. 

(d)  Domestic  Help  Service 

This  service  continues  to  expand  year  by  year  and  is  undoubtedly  one 
of  the  best  means  whereby  the  older  people  can  remain  longer  in  their  home 
surroundings.  Institutional  accommodation  however  excellent  is  for  most 
elderly  people  but  a  poor  substitute  for  their  own  homes. 


~  6  - 


SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CHlCUi.iSTANCES  ON  THE  AE EA 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  TTatcr  services  are  under  the  control  of  the  Mid  and  South  East 
Cheshire  Water  Board. 


During  the  course  of  the  year,  the  Water  Board  submitted  to  me  for 
information  3 ••  copies  of  the  Analyst’s  reports  of  samples  of  water  taken 
in  the  Morthwich  Urban  District,  all  of  which  were  reported  upon 

satisfactorily. 

In  addition,  L  samples  taken  by  the  Health  Department  said  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination,  were 
also  reported  upon  satisfactorily* 


SWIMLIING-  BATHS 

As  the  name  implies  the  Brine  Bath  contains  a  proportion  of  brine 
v/hich  apart  from  the  physical  properties  does  appear  to  impart  a  feeling 
of  v/e  11 -being  to  bathers,  especially  the  physically  handicapped  Y/ho 
appear  to  derive  benefit  from  it. 

The  total  number  of  bathers  using  the  brine  baths  during  1958  was 
81 ,513 5  an  increase  of  6,706  on  last  year’s  figure.  This  figure  includes 
members  of  the  public,  organised  parties  of  school  children  and  swimming 
clubs.  Tliis  increase  added  greatly  to  the  overcrov/ding  in  the  dressing 
caJbins  during  peak  periods  in  the  summer  season.  However  work  on  the 
alterations  to  the  dressing  accommodation  at  the  Baths  has  proceeded 
during  1958  and  should  be  completed  in  1959-  The  number  of  slipper  baths 
v/ill  be  limited  to  sire  and  the  area  of  the  other  slipper  baths  will  be 
used  for  changing.  The  shaver  bath  has  been  re-tiled  and  a  footba.th 
installed.  The  bath  was  partly  re-decorated  in  January  and  the  water 

lias  been  maintained  in  good  condition. 


The  care  exercised  in  the  purification  of  the  swimming  bath  v/ater 
is  shown  by  a  series  of  satisfactory  bacteriological  reports  submitted 
during  the  year.  11  satisfactory  Laboratory  reports  were  received  on 

the  Bath  water  during  the  year. 


CHILDREN  ’  3  PADDLING-  POOL 


The  Surveyor,  Mr.  J.  R.  IT.  Clark,  reports  under  this  he  ending  a3 
follows :  - 


No  alterations:  The  water  is  changed  twice  per  v/eek  and  treated 
with  sodium  hypochloride  and  scrubbed  dovn  with  bleaching  powder  as 
re  quired. 


-  7  - 


RSCUUATI ONAL  AMD  OPEN  SPACES 

The  Parks  and  Cemetery  Superintendent  of  the  Northwieh  Urban  District 
Mr*  T*  Garwood,  reports  as  follows 

:,The  area  known  as  Castle  ton  Slopes,  which  was  referred  to  under 
development  in  a  previous  report  has  now  been  partially  developed*  Some 
60  trees  have  been  planted  and  the  grass  area  cut  short*  It  is  hoped  to 
plant  some  5,000  bulbs  in  a  naturalized  form  during  the  coming  Autumn. 


The  large  grass  valley  area  which  adjoins  Riverside  and  Woodside 
terrace  has  been  very  closely  mown  and  provides  a  first  class  recreational 
area  for  games  such  as  soccer  and  cricket* 


an  general  the  park  areas  are  continuing  to  be  used  increasingly,  and 
1  feel  that  the  call  will  continue  to  be  for  more  park  and  open  space  areas.” 

The  Surveyor,  Mr.  J.  R,  W.  Clark,  reports  : - 

DRINAGE ,  SEWERAGE  AMD  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


!?" 


'No  major  alterations  hove  been  carried  out.  Provision  is  to  be  made 
in  1959  for  the  replacement  of  the  D.C.  motors  in  Dock  Road  Pumping  Station 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  new  pumps  will  be  installed.  A  small  sewer  was 
provided  connecting  houses  in  Oldhams  Hill  with  the  sewer  in  Winning  ton 
Street. 


RIVER  POLLUTION 


There  is  nothing  to  report  under  this  heading. 


BLOODING 


rt 

x 


No  major  flooding  occurred  in  Northwieh  in  1958*  A  practice  exercise 
was  held  with  the  Police,  Rivers  Board  and  British  Railways.  During 
heavy  rain  the  sever  in  Middlevich  Road  becomes  surcharged  and  the  cellars 
of  certain  houses  are  flooded.  The  Council  have  resolved  to  carry  out 
works  to  prevent  this  flooding  on  payment  by  the  owner  of  a  nominal  10/-d. 


TOWN  LIFT 


Provision  is  being  made  in  the  1959/60  estimates  for  the  raising  of  a 
limited  portion  of  Castle  Street,  as  it  is  not  anticipated  that  High  Street 
will  be  raised,  the  carriageway  will  be  surfaced  in  1959  and  the  severs  and 
gully  connections  are  being  cleared  and  checked. 


STREET  SWEEPING 


1  Levin  Sweeper  and  4  men  arc  employed  on  street  sweeping  but  a 
considerable  amount  of  litter  is  still  left  on  the  highways.  The  Council 

agreed  to  the  purchase  of  approximately  100  litter  bins  and  approximately 
70  of  these  have  been  placed  in  position,  in  addition  to  the  36 
previously  erected. 
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PUBLIC  COMVENIMCES 

All  conveniences  have  Been  reasonably  maintained,  although  subjected 
to  some  vandal i an*  The  extensions  to  the  Market  were  deferred  by  the 

Ministry  but  it  is  anticipated  that  this  and  the  new  conveniences  will 
proceed  in  1959* 


BUIANCE  STATION 


Discussions  have  been  proceeding  upon  the  location  of  a  new 
Ambulance  Station  for  Mid-Cheshire.  Various  sites  have  been  suggested 
and  discussions  are  still  proceeding,  " 

Mr.  Baines,  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector,  reports; - 
CLOSET  ACCOMviQDATIOH 

No  complaints  have  been  received  in  respect  of  the  pail  closets 
still  in  existence  and  no  difficulties  are  experienced  in  the  collection 
and  disposal  of  the  contents. 

No  conversions  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSINCt 


The  collection  of  refuse  has  been  maintained  with  the  same 
regularity  as  in  previous  yeans.  approximately  two  thirds  of  the 
district  sire  having  a  10  to  11  day  collection  as  previously,  and  generally 
speaking  this  covers  household  collections;  the  other  third  of  the 
district  has  a  wreekly  collection  and  is  mostly  confined  to  shops,  other 
business  premises  and  schools.  The  ideal  service  is  no  doubt  a  weekly 
collection  for  all  the  district  but  it  does  seem  that  the  service  given 
in  Northvich  at  the  present  time  is  regarded  by  the  general  public  as 
being  reasonably  satisfactory.  There  seems  little  point  yet  in  incurring 
additional  cost  which  would  be  necessary  to  give  this  weekly  service. 


There  lias  been  a  great  improvement  in  the  labour  position  and  whilst 
difficulties  do  anise  over  holiday  periods  it  has  been  possible  to  go 
through  the  year  without  any  serious  interference  with  the  service# 

The  dustbin  renewal  service  provided  by  the  Council  is  very 
satisfactory  and  very  few  defective  dustbins  are  in  use  throughout  the 
district. 


The  salvage  collection  is  very  efficiently  carried  out  by  the  workmen 
and  thereby  secures  good  co-operation  from  all  occupiers  of  premises# 

The  salvage  of  paper  does  relieve  bulk  in  the  dustbins  and  allow  more 
storage  space  for  refuse. 

ms  reported  in  last  year’s  annual  report  a  new  Dennis  Refuse  vehicle 
v;as  delivered  at  the  beginning  of  1958  and  this  provides  a  fleet  of  five 
Dennis  vehicles,  four  in  regular  use  and  one  as  spare  vehicle.  No  break 
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in  service  is  experienced  when  essential  repairs  are  required  to  any 
vehicle  and  no  loss  of  time  takes  place  through  men  being  idle  through 
lack  of  a  vehicle. 

Also  during  the  year  two  new  trailers  were  provided;  one  being  a 
replacement  of  a  small  trailer  which  was  transferred  to  the  Surveyor* s 
Department.  The  figures  in  respect  of  salvage  of  waste  paper  prove 
that  the  provision  o.f  trailers  is  fully  justified  and  undoubtedly  are  a 
good  advertisement  leading  to  the  householders  separating  and  saving 
salvage  ready  for  collection. 

The  dumping  of  unwanted  refuse,  particularly  household  goods  on 
waste  land  in  the  district  still  continues  and  it  is  difficult  to  under¬ 
stand  why  this  should  be  so  when  the  department  is  Tilling  to  remove 
.  everything  within  reason. 

DISPOSAL  OP  DEFUSE 

It  is  again  pleasing  to  report  that  the  refuse  of  the  district  has 
been  disposed  of  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner.  No  nuisances  have  been 
created  and  otherwise  useless  land  has  been  recovered.  The  tipping  at 
the  shipyard  was  completed  during  the  year  and  the  Greenback  site  was 
brought  back  into  use,  but  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  Council 
wore  very  anxious  to  fill  in  a  deep  depression  in  the  middle  of  the  new 
Estate  at  Leftwich.  It  was  decided  that  the  only  quick  method 
available  was  to  fill  in  with  refuse,  and  whilst  the  Council  were  eager 
for  this  to  be  done,  they  had  many  doubts  as  to  the  risks  involved 
regarding  nuisances,  etc.,  to  the  nearby  tenants,  and  tenants  on  the 
Estate  were  also  very  perturbed  at  the  thought  of  refuse  being  tipped 
in  such  close  proximity  to  their  front  gardens.  As  events  eventually 
proved  this  work  was  carried  out  successfully  and  without  any  evidence 
of  nuisances  or  annoyances. 

Reference  was  made  in  last  year*s  report  to  the  necessity  of  raising 
the  levels  of  certain  gardens  in  conjunction  with  the  tip  on  Greenback 
Lane  site.  This  was.  successfully  carried  out  and  in  two  cases  gardens 
were  raised  in  level  by  approximately  20  feet,  and  subsequently  soil  from 
the  -Sewerage  Works  was  used  for  tipping  to  a  depth  of  two  feet,  thus 
giving  excellent  gardens  on  sites  which  hitherto  had  been  useless  because 
of  the  gradient* 

It  wa.s  hoped  to  complete  agreements  to  give  tipping  facilities  for 
approximately  20  years;  unfortunately  certain  of  the  proposals  for  this 
agreement  were  withdrawn  and  at  the  time  of  writing  no  final  agreement  on 
the  remainder  of  the  land  has  been  poached*  The  amount  of  tipping  land 
immediately  available  is  not  very  great  and  unless  arrangements  oan  be 
made  during  the  next  fen//  months  the  situation  will  become  very  difficult. 
The  position  of  tipping  sites  in  this  district  is  not  so  much  the  lack  of 
sites  but  the  close  proximity  of  those  to  nearby  houses.  It  has  however 
already  been  shown  that  with  proper  ma.chineiy  and  lack  of  interference  by 
outsiders  tipping  can  be  carried  on  with  a  minimum  of  nuisance  even 
within  a  few  yards  of  domestic  premises. 
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In  dealing  with  baling;  and  disposal  of  waste  paper  details  are 
given  below  to  show  the  tonnage  of  paper  collected  during  the  past 
nine  years  and  also  the  income  which  has  been  received*  Although  the 
market  for  waste  paper  does  not  appear  to  be  as  good  as  some  three  or 
four  years  ago,  it  is  satisfying  to  note  that  1958  was  the  record  year 
for  both  tonnage  and  money  received.  Undoubtedly  there  is  good  co¬ 
operation  between  the  householders  and  shopkeepers  and  the  department* 

The  average  amount  of  paper  disposed  of  has  been  33*3  tons  per  month, 
which  is  far  above  the  national  average  of  authorities  who  supply 
figures  to  the  Waste  Paper  Recovery  Association,  Ltd. 

An  improvement  was  provided  at  the  latter  part  of  the  year  in  the 
loading  of  paper  by  providing  a  conveyor/elevator.  It  is  found  possible 
with  this  machine  that  where  eight  men  spent  two  hours  loading  a  vehicle 
the  same  result  can  be  achieved  in  approximately  one  hour  with  three  men. 
This  means  that  vehicles  and  men  can  continue  their  normal  work  of 
collection  rather  than  having  to  discontinue  their  work  in  order  to  load 
paper. 


The  total  amount  of  salvage  collected  and  disposed  of  during  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1958,  was  as  follows 


Tons 

Cwts 

Qrs. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper  ...  ... 

400. 

0. 

0. 

3208. 

9. 

4. 

Salvage , 

Other  than  Waste  paper 

74. 

2. 

3. 

314. 

3J4. 

10. 

The  total 

amount  of  Waste  Paper 

collected  during  the  past  nine 

years 

follows 

• 

Tons 

Cwts 

Qrs* 

£. 

s. 

d. 

1950 

«  0  •  •»  + 

11-6. 

1. 

3. 

784. 

9. 

9. 

1951 

•  %  •  •  0  #  •  #  » 

173  0 

19. 

0. 

2401. 

14. 

2. 

1952 

♦  •  0  to*  •  #  ♦ 

165. 

0. 

2* 

1722. 

0. 

1. 

1953 

to*  to#  •  •  t 

196. 

9. 

0. 

1227. 

17. 

2. 

1954 

•  t  c  t  •  «  •  •  t 

216. 

7. 

2. 

1478. 

3. 

10. 

1955 

m  •  0  too  •  •  « 

297. 

17. 

1. 

2385. 

7. 

2. 

1956 

♦  #  ♦  •  •  •  •  n  t 

335. 

11. 

3* 

2566. 

10. 

9. 

1957 

•  0#  #•#  tot 

341. 

5. 

3. 

2715. 

1. 

10. 

1958 

•  ft  *  1  0  0  ©  0  • 

400. 

0. 

0. 

3  208. 

9. 

A* 

TOTALS 

2,272. 

12* 

2. 

£18,489. 

14. 

1. 

CANAL  BOATS 

During  the  year  British  Waterways  continued  the  development  of  a 
repair  depot  at  Northvich,  and  all  canal  boats  belonging  to  their  Southern 
fleet  were  transferred  for  registration  purposes  to  Northwich.  This  means 
that  the  number  of  canal  boats  registered  with  this  Authority  is  now  9^* 

LICENSED  CARAVAN  SITES 

There  are  no  sites  licensed  in  the  district  and  the  nuisances  of  past 
years  caused  by  hawkers  vans  is  gradually  diminishing.  It  is  very 
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difficult  for  these  people  to  find  a  suitable  site  where  they  can  park  their 
vehicles  easily  and  without  causing  some  upset  to  nearby  property.  The 
police  have  been  most  co-operative  in  assisting  in  the  removal  of  these 
vehicles.  It  does  seem  that  there  is  a  need  for  the  provision  of  suitable 
areas  of  land  properly  serviced. 


DISINFESTATION  OP  PREMISES 


The  insect  infestation  service  has  been  used  in  the  course  of  the  year 
by  many  householders.  Possibly  the  poor  weather  we  had  during  the  summer 
did  not  create  the  amount  of  nuisance  or  infestation  which  may  have  occurred 
during  better  summer  weather,  nevertheless  anyone  needing  assistance  was  able 
to  have  prompt  attention  and  no  serious  infestation  of  any  premises  has  been 
noted.  Whilst  this  type  of  service  may  seem  very  trivial  there  is  no 
doubt  at  all  that  by  encouraging  people  to  deal  with  minor  infestations 
early  and  without  incurring  expense,  serious  infestations  are  thereby 
prevented. 

RAG,  PLOCK  AND  OTHER  PILLINGS  ACT  1951 

There  is  no  change  to  report  in  this  section. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1951 

Although  one  of  the  premises  under  the  above  Act  was  closed  during  the 
course  of  the  year,  it  still  remains  licensed  under  the  Act.  There  are  thus 
four  premises  licensed  and  all  are  quite  satisfactory. 

CHESHIRE  COURT!  COUNCIL  ACT  1953 

During  the  year  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  registered 
Hairdressers  and  Barbers  premises,  the  number  now  being  36. 

8  visits  have  been  made  during  the  year  and  whilst  this  can  hardly  be 
regarded  as  satisfactory,  unfortunately  until  more  staff  is  available 
inspections  can  only  be  carried  out  irregularly  and  infrequently.  The 
standard  of  cleanliness  of  the  premises  is  considered  to  be  high. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT  1956 

Although  no  spectacular  progress  has  been  made  in  connection  with  the 
above  Act  some  attempt  has  been  made  to  bring  about  improvements,  although 
it  may  be  two  or  three  years  before  any  real  appreciable  difference  is 
noticed.  The  town  *  s  main  industry  has  applied  for  and  been  granted 
certificates  of  exemption  in  respect  of  certain  appliances,  but  it  should 
be  noted  that  these  applications  were  not  made  in  order  to  continue 
producing  dark  smoke  but  rather  to  give  some  protection  in  the  event  of  a 
mishap  whereby  dark  smoke  was  inadvertently  produced.  It  is  anticipated 
that  these  certificates  will  only  be  necessary  for  approximately  three 
years  as  work  is  already  in  hand  to  remedy  any  shortcomings  in  the  plant. 

Air  pollution  does  no  doubt  occur  and  is  likely  to  do  so  from  the  processes 
at  this  Pirn’s  plant,  but  great  efforts  are  being  made  to  riunimise  the 
degree  of  this  pollution. 
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Air  pollution  is  also  created  by  railway  engines  and  representations 

have  been  made  from  time  to  time  to  British  Railways.  At  times  the 
pollution  caused  is  heavy,  but  having  regard  to  many  of  the  difficulties 
involved  no  serious  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Local  Authority.  It  is 
hoped  that  more  and  more  diesel  type  locomotives  will  replace  the  smoke 
producing  steam  types. 

During  the  year  representations  have  also  been  made  to  various  other 
films  in  the  district  and  improvements  have  been  noted  in  two  of  them. 

The  other  main  source  of  air  pollution  is  that  of  course  created  by 
domestic  dwellings.  Possibly  if  smokeless  fuel  v/as  subsidised  or 
cheapened  people  would  consider  it  economical  to  change  existing  grates 
to  an  approved  type  and  people  already  with  approved  grates  would  be 
encouraged  to  burn  it. 


During  the  year  the  equipment  which  has  been  set  up  on  three  sites 
for  the  measurement  of  atmospheric  pollution  and  Sulphur  Dioxide  lias  been 
fully  used,  and  the  Analyst* s  figures  for  the  sites  are  attached  to  the 
end  of  this  report  and  illustrated  with  graphs.  Average  figures  with 
graphs  for  the  three  sites  are  given  and  average  figures  for  15  other 
Local  Authorities  of  a  similar  size  to  ITorthwich  are  submitted  for 
comparison.  With  only  twelve  month’s  figures  yet  to  work  on  it  is  not 
possible  to  pass  many  comments.  One  feature  however  is  clear  from  the 
results  of  these  three  sites,  namely,  the  one  which  is  mainly  receiving 
industrial  pollution  shows  the  highest  figures  for  grit  deposits  and  the 
lowest  for  Sulphur  Dioxide,  whilst  the  site  set  in  the  midst  of  domestic 
dwelling s  has  the  better  figures  for  grit  deposit  but  a  high  Sulphur 
Dioxide  figure. 


PUBLIC  MORTUARI 


The  facilities  at  the  Public  Mortuary  have  been  available  throughout 
the  year,  and  this  very  necessary  part  of  the  Health  Service  is  carried 
out  efficiently  and  quietly.  Anyone  who  has  had  need  to  visit  have  been 
impressed  and  pleased  with  the  very  excellent  conditions  which  exist  there. 
There  does  appear  to  be  a  reluctance  to  use  the  Chapel  itself  for  private 
purposes. 

ROBERT  CONTROL 


The  control  of  rodents  is  now  well  established  and  in  this  the  general 
public  are  beginning  to  play  their  part.  Free  treatment  is  carried  out  at 
all  domestic  dwellings  and  there  are  10  premises  in  the  district  which  are 
under  contract  for  regular  servicing.  At  the  first  indication  of  any 
infestation  complaints  are  received  and  attention  is  given  immediately. 

The  Sewage  Works  are  subjected  to  regular  treatment  and  the  sewers  are 
test-baited  annually.  The  refuse  tips  have  been  free  from  infestation, 
possibly  due  to  the  attention  given  to  controlled  tipping  and  constant  care 
in  observing  that  no  vermin  are  present. 
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It  is  necessary  sometimes  to  draw  the  attention  of  British  Railways 
to  possible  infestations  on  the  railway  embankments;  again  quick  and 
good  co-operation  is  obtained. 

The  treatment  for  rats  and  mice  was  carried  out  at  20 8  premises 
during  the  year. 


COM/ION  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  district, 

SCHOOLS 

During  the  year  a  visit  was  made  to  the  schools  with  County  Officers 
with  a  view  to  improved  kitchen  facilities  where  food  was  cooked  and 
handled  on  the  premises.  The  opportunity  was  taken  to  suggest  other 
improvements  which  could  be  carried  out  in  conjunction  with  improved 
kitchen  facilities. 


NUISANCES  FROM  PIGEONS 

Over  the  past  four  or  five  years  a  nuisance  has  gradually  built  up 
as  a  result  of  stray  pigeons  collecting  and  breeding  amongst  the  buildings 
in  the  main  shopping  area.  A  prolonged  period  of  trapping  ensured  success 
in  clearing  the  area  and  any  of  the  pigeons  which  had  rings  were  returned 
to  the  owners  or  otherwise  disposed  of  with  the  owner* s  consent.  This  is 
a  problem  which  probably  will  re-occur  from  time  to  time  and  does  exist  in 
a  smaller  way  in  other  parts  of  the  district,  but  from  the  methods  adopted 
it  would  seem  that  it  is  reasonably  easy  to  deal  with  the  nuisance  if 
patience  is  exercised. 

FACTORIES  ACT  1937 

Close  liaison  is  maintained  with  H.IvI,  Inspector  of  Factories,  but  as 
reported  last  year  the  number  of  inspections  that  can  be  carried  out  has 
fallen  short  of  what  is  considered  desirable. 

STAFF 


The  staff  of  the  Health  Department,  as  will  be  noted  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  tliis  Report,  consists  of  two  qualified  inspectors  and  one  full¬ 
time  clerical  assistant.  Also  during  the  year  after  one  unsuccessful 
attempt,  the  Council  did  eventually  appoint  a  pupil. 

As  has  been  commented  on  in  previous  years  there  is  a  need  for 
additions  to  the  staff  if  all  the  work  of  the  Department  is  to  be  carried 
out  in  its  entirety;  unfortunately  only  those  duties  which  are  considered 
most  essential  in  order  to  mail  tain  a  reasonable  standard  can  now/  be 
carried  out.1’ 


SiuTIT.JRY  BISECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


STATELIEITT  OF  INSPECTIONS  HADE  AND  NOTICES  ISSUED 
(Based,  upon  a  Statement  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector) 


Nature  of  Inspections  Made 

Number 

Number  of 

Notices  served 

Ifesult  of  Servic: 
of  notices 

Statu¬ 

tory 

Infor¬ 

mal 

Notices 

Complied 

with 

No  tices: 
Remainii 
in  hand 

i. 

Dv/elling  houses  - 

Housing  Ac ts  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

548 

19 

127 

137 

17 

Public  Health  Act 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

212 

- 

73 

62 

11 

2. 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc 

o  •  •  • 

6 

— 

6 

6 

- 

3. 

Pail  Closets  • .  • 

•  o  #  •  t  • 

4 

— 

4 

4 

- 

4. 

Cesspools  ... 

•  o  o  #  o  • 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

5. 

House  Drainage 

•  •  •  #  •  # 

74 

1 

53 

48 

5 

6. 

Ditches  and  Watercourses  ... 

2 

4 

4 

- 

7- 

Offensive  Accumulations 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

8. 

Refuse  Disposal  and  Tip 

s  ... 

303 

- 

- 

— 

- 

9. 

Keeping  of  Animals 

•  o  •  coo 

7 

- 

- 

— 

— 

10. 

Offensive  Trades 

•  •  6  #  •  • 

— 

- 

- 

11. 

Rodent  Control 

♦  •  O  •  O  e 

208 

- 

- 

- 

12  o 

(a)  Slaughterhouses  (Private) 

1278 

- 

12 

12 

- 

(b)  Other  places  where 

food  is 

provided  or  sold 

e  •  •  a  •  9 

753 

— 

- 

13. 

Piggeries  ... 

•  #  •  •  •  • 

- 

— 

14. 

(a)  Dairies 

•  •  e  •  ©  o 

15 

— 

- 

— 

(b)  Cowsheds  ... 

a  •  o  fOO 

- 

— 

«»• 

(c)  Milkshops  ... 

•  o  •  mom 

14 

- 

■— 

— 

15. 

(a)  Factories  ... 

•  •  O  •  •  • 

73 

- 

4 

4 

— 

(b)  Workshops  ... 

•  •  »  o  o  t 

— 

- 

— 

(c)  Workplaces  ... 

#  a  o  •  ©  • 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16. 

Bakehouses  ... 

o  •  •  •  O  • 

22 

12 

12 

— 

17. 

Smoke  Nuisances  ... 

0  0  9  •  ©  • 

66 

4 

4 

— 

18. 

Canal  Boats 

•  o  •  •  o  • 

17 

- 

- 

19. 

Infectious  Disease  Inquiries  ... 

23 

*** 

20. 

Hairdressing  Establishments  ... 

11 

T  , 

4 

4 

— 

21. 

Miscellaneous 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

70 

_ 

Totals 

3706 

20 

o 

297 

33 

l 
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FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  and  1948 
Part  1  of  the  Act 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Humber  of 

Premises 

Humber  on 
Fiegister 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Hotices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

!<,  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,3,4,  &  6  arc  to  be  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authorities  . . „ 

15 

34 

2.  Factories  not  included  in  (l) 
in  which  Sect. 7  is  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  *  * . 

96 

59 

4 

3*  Other  premises  in  which  Sect* 7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authorities  (excluding  out¬ 
workers  f  premises  . „ 0  . .  * 

■ 

Total  . o . 

111 

73 

4 

2*  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  - 


Humber  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Humber 
cases  i 

Particulars 

i 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
In spec 
-tor 

By  H.M. 
In spec 
-tor 

which  p 
secutio 

were 

institu 

Want  of  Cleanliness  * „ .  * „ * 

4 

4 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  . 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences  - 

(a)  Insufficient  , 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

- 

— 

— 

(c)  Hot  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  ••<> 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
not  including  offences  re- 

la ting  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

“ 

. j 

- 

- 

Total 

A 

4  1 

- 

16 


SECTION  D 
HOUSING 


PROVISION  OP  NEW  HOUSES 

The  Surveyor  reports 

"During  1958  a  further  9  houses  were  completed  upon  Leftwich  Estate  and 
work  upon  10  houses  in  London  Road  was  proceeding  and  3  houses  were  constructed 
"by  private  enterprise.  Contracts  are  being  prepared  for  further  houses  upon 
the  London  Road  site,  Shurlach  Cottages  site,  and  land  off  Shipbrook  Road, 
for  the  1959  programme. 

The  houses  under  construction  in  London  Road  are  designed  on  the  lifting 
principle  and  to  demonstrate  that  the  houses  were  suitable,  a  pair  of  houses 
were  lifted  3"  from  the  foundations  in  the  presence  of  members  of  the 
Cheshire  Brine  Subsidence  Compensation  Board. 

No  progress  has  been  made  on  the  acquisition  and  improvement  of  suitable 
sub-standard  houses  but  the  public  have  been  encouraged  to  improve  their 
property  with  Improvement  Grants. 

The  number  of  sites  within  the  Urban  District  suitable  for  housing  is 
limited  and  the  Council’s  Housing  list  is  still  fairly  large.  The  ability 
to  provide  new  houses  will  ultimately  have  seme  effect  on  the  Council’s 
acceptance  of  representations  for  unfit  houses.  Meanwhile,  discussions 
continue  with  the  County  Council  on  the  provision  of  additional  sites. 

A  further  site  that  has  become  available  is  that  fronting  Spencer  Street, 
following  the  agreement  by  the  County  Council  to  purchase  Hartford  Hill* 

Part  of  the  grounds  of  Hartford  Hill  will  be  used  for  a  School  Playing  Field, 
and  part  for  Health  purposes,  leaving  the  frontage  to  Spencer  Street  for  the 
erection  of  bungalows.” 

HOUSING  ACT,  1957,  HOUSING  RENT  AND  REPAIRS  ACT,  1954 

The  number  of  unfit  houses  dealt  with  during  the  year  was  17*  This  is 
rather  less  than  in  previous  years.  There  is  a  shortage  of  suitable  build¬ 
ing  land  and  coupled  with  the  high  rate  of  interest  on  loans  for  the 
provision  of  new  houses,  resulted  in  fewer  houses  being  built  during  the 
year  to  replace  the  reduced  number  which  were  condemned.  Of  the  17  houses 
only  3  were  demolished,  14  which  were  subject  to  Closing  Orders  were  situated 
with  other  property  making  their  demolition  impracticable.  It  has  not  been 
the  practice  with  this  Authority  to  deal  with  Clearance  Areas  but  as  time 
goes  on  it  may  be  necessary  and  desirable  to  deal  with  "areas”  in  order  to 
clear  sites  rather  than  continue  dealing  with  individual  unfit  houses. 

Every  attempt  is  being  made  to  utilise  all  possible  sites  for  building 
but  due  to  requirements  of  the  Salt  Compensation  Board  extra  costs  have  to 
be  incurred  in  order  to  provide  houses  which  can  be  raised  in  the  event  of 
any  subsidence  of  the  sites.  This  extra  cost  and  the  high  rate  of 
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borrowing  money  results  in  a  high  rent  for  the  completed  houses,  and  is 
a  serious  matter  to  he  considered  when  people  have  to  he  transferred 
from  cheap  rented  houses  into  much  more  expensive  ones.  Loans  for 
housing  at  special  low  rates  of  interest  do  appear  necessary  if  people 
are  to  be  re-housed  at  a  rent  which  they  can  afford. 

No  real  progress  has  been  made  by  the  Council  in  the  acquisition 
and  improvement  of  sub- standard  houses,  but  it  is  difficult  to  see  how 
this  measure  can  be  avoided  when  sites  are  scarce  and  building  costs  are 
so  high. 

In  connection  with  the  Rent  net,  1957,  although  applications  have 
been  made  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  and  they  have  been  granted,  it 
cannot  be  said  that  the  Rent  Ret  has  yet  done  much  to  improve  housing 
standards.  Many  people  are  paying  rents  asked  for  by  the  landlords  and 
have  not  attempted  to  obtain  any  repairs  by  means  of  Certificates  of 
Disrepair,  other  houses  have  had  minor  repairs  carried  out  under  these 
Certificates,  whilst  in  the  poorer  type  houses  the  landlords  have  not 
sought  increased  rents  when  faced  with  formidable  repairs  requested  by 
tenants.  At  other  properties  where  Certificates  of  Disrepair  have  been 
requested  trivial  items  have  been  noted  by  the  tenant  but  more  essential 
repairs  have  been  overlooked,  and  it  is  not  possible  to  include  them  on 
Certificates  of  Disrepair.  Prom  the  limited  experience  of  this 
Department  of  this  Act,  more  might  have  been  achieved  if  rents  were 
increased  by  means  of  Certificates  stating  that  the  house  was  in  reasonable 
condition  rather  than  leaving  the  matter  to  tenants  who  have  little  or  no 
idea  of  their  own  rights  and  responsibilities  under  the  Act. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  inspections  were  concentrated  in  one 
particular  area  of  the  district  with  a  view  to  bringing  this  property  up 
to  a  reasonable  standard.  Unfortunately  before  any  real  progress  could 
be  made  sickness  in  the  staff  intervened  and  with  the  limited  staff 
available  this  project  is  somewhat  at  a  standstill. 

During  the  year  25  grants  were  approved  to  the  value  of  £3,721.  3.  7* 
in  connection  with  Improvement  Grants. 
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SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD 


(a)  MILK  SUPPLY 

There  is  little  change  in  the  milk  supply  position  in  Northwich  where 
the  standard  is  particularly  high.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  supply 
of  milk  in  cartons  is  increasing.  This  is  a  measure  which  is  constantly 
being  suggested  to  the  firms  who  bottle  milk  in  and  about  Northwich. 
Possibly  the  milk  trade  regard  cartons  as  uneconomic  in  relation  to  bottles 
consequently  there  is  resistance  to  changing.  There  is  little  doubt  that 
in  the  past  the  trade  encouraged  the  consumption  of  Pasteurised  milk 
because  it  was  economically  sound  as  well  as  being  a  Public  Health  measure, 
and  similarly  if  it  becomes  possible  to  combine  economy  and  Public  Health 
over  cartons  the  days  of  bottled  milk  will  be  numbered. 

O )  MILK  SAMPLING 


Sampling  took  place  during  the  year  and  whilst  the  samples  in  number 
are  not  as  great  as  the  previous  yean  it  will  be  noted  that  the  results  were 
very  satisfactory.  Again  it  was  a  question  of  stadTf,  but  it  is  hoped  with 

the  appointment  of  a  pupil  that  this  is  one  of  the  aspects  of  Public  Health 
work  which  can  be  increased. 


The  number  of  licences  granted  to  retail  milk  in  Northv/ich  during  1958 
is  as  follows 

9  licences  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  milk 
32  licences  to  sell  Pasteurised  milk 
3  licences  to  sell  Sterilised  milk 

Supplementary  licence  s : - 

9  licences  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  milk 
9  licences  to  sell  Pasteurised  milk 

The  Laboratory  results  in  respect  of  milk  samples  taken  during  the  year 
are  as  follows:- 


5 

20 
47 
7 

(b )  ICE  CREAM 

The  number  of  registered  premises  for  the  sale  or  ice-cream  is 
follows : - 


Satisfactory  Unsati sf actory 


Tuberculin  Tested  milk 
T.  T.  Pasteurised  milk 
Pasteurised  milk 
Sterilised  milk 


4 
20 
4  6 

7 


1 

1 
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Registered  premises  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  68 

Registered  premises  for  the  manufacture  and 

sale  of  ice  cream  . .  1 


Total  69 

The  number  of  samples  submitted  for  examination  was  lower  than  the 
previous  year  but  the  results  were  most  satisfactory. 


The  results  of  the  17  ice  cream  samples  submitted  to  the  laboratory 
for  examination  are  as  follows 


Grade  1 
Grade  2 
Grade  3 
Grade  4. 


ROOD  INSPECTION 
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Pood  inspection  as  distinct  from  meat  inspection  is  carried  out  as  a 
routine,  but  in  the  event  of  doubt  tradespeople  readily  seek  the  advice  of 
the  department.  This  particularly  applies  in  the  case  of  canteens  who 
are  aware  that  advice  and  assistance  is  readily  available  on  request. 

A  good  relationship  exists  between  the  food  retailers  and  the  department 
and  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  any  cheap  or  inferior  food  is  sold. 
Routine  inspections  are  continually  carried  out  at  the  Market  every  Priday 
and  Saturday  and  improvements  are  constantly  being  urged  upon  stallholders. 
The  greatest  difficulties  exist  at  the  "comer  shop”  type  of  premises, 
where  repeated  inspections  arc  necessary  to  maintain  the  standard  that  is 
desirable. 


INSPECTION 


The  number  of  slaughterhouses  in  regular  use  at  Northwich  still  remains 
at  four.  Two  of  them  now  possess  chilling  rooms  attached  to  the  slaughter¬ 
ing  portion  of  the  premises  end  improvements  at  three  of  the  four  continue 
to  be  made.  The  fourth  slaughterhouse  referred  to  last  year  as  being  the 
only  one  giving  any  concern,  will  under  the  new  Regulations  require  much 
work  to  be  done  to  comply  with  the  requirements.  However  the  conditions 
generally  at  all  four  slaughterhouses  are  good  and  from  a  cleanliness  point 
of  view  there  is  no  real  concern. 


All  carcases  and  offal  are  inspected  and  the  slaughtering  is  now  a 
little  more  regular  than  formerly,  even  so  a.  certain  amount  of  overtime 
continues  to  be  necessary.  The  quality  of  the  meat  slaughtered  locally  is 
generally  of  a  high  class,  although  at  one  slaughterhouse  a.  certain  amount 
is  slaughtered  for  manufacturing  purposes,  but  this  is  for  '’export”  out  of 
the  district.  Of  the  meat  condemned  the  greatest  proportion  consists  of 
offal,  particularly  livers. 

On  one  occasion  samples  were  sent  to  the  Liverpool  University  Department 
of  Veterinary  Pathology  and  their  examination  supported  the  condemnation  of 
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of  a  carcase  which  was  a  matter  of  doubt  in  the  owner 1  s  mind,  but  this 
action  satisfied  his  doubts* 

Of  the  other  two  slaughterhouses  which  are  licensed  but  not  used  it 
is  doubtful  whether  the  owners  will  be  prepared  to  spend  the  money  needed 
to  bring  their  premises  up  to  the  requirements  standard.  This  however 
remains  a  matter  for  the  future. 

C0KDEMMATI0N  OP  MEAT 

The  meat  condemned  at  slaughterhouses  is  disposed  of  by  the  retailers 
to  reputable  firms  who  process  this  condemned  meat  for  fertilisers,  etc. 

The  to  tab  weight  of  mea,t  condemned  was  7  tons  6  cwts  0  qrs.  20  lbs. 

Although  there  is  an  increase  in  the  ajnount  condemned  this  is  mainly 
due  to  an  increa.se  in  meat  being  slaughtered  for  "export"  purposes. 

The  figures  provided  to  the  Ministry  for  the  purposes  of  payment  for 
inspection  of  mee.t  for  consumption  out  of  the  district  shows  only  a  small 
sum  as  due  to  this  Authority. 

OTHER  POODS 

As  a  result  of  voluntary  surrender  of  food  by  traders  at  the  various 
food  premises  in  the  district,  the  total  of  1  ten  13  cwts  3  qrs.  11  lbs. 
was  condemned. 


The  types  of  food  referred  to  were 


assorted  Tins 

•  •  # 

1,198 

lbs. 

Tins  of  Veal,  Ham  &  Tongue 

o  •  • 

1,181 

lbs. 

Tins  of  Corned  Beef 

189 

lbs. 

Prosen  Beef 

200 

lbs. 

Sausage 

24 

lbs. 

Pish 

14-8 

lbs. 

Pish  Pingers 

%  •  o 

w 

lbs. 

Bacon 

•  •  o 

95 

lbs. 

Tins  of  Pork 

31 

lbs. 

Peaches 

34 

lbs. 

Grape  s  . .  * 

28 

lbs. 

Melons 

20 

lbs. 

Mushrooms 

5 

lbs. 

Blackcurrants 

•  •  o 

12 

lbs. 

Carrots 

392 

lbs. 

Pears 

74 

lbs. 

Luncheon  Meat 

84 

lbs. 

Butter  Beans 

56 

lbs. 

Tins  of  Pressed  Mutton 

9  0  1 

6 

lbs. 

TOTAL 

3,791 

lbs. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned 
in  part  or  in  whole  :  - 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  Killed  . 

681 

1212 

18 

5478 

2270 

Number  Inspected  * • .  . . . 

681 

1212 

18 

5478 

2270 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 

TUBERCULOSIS  &  CYSTICERCI 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

5 

1 

3 

>  ..... _ ..  . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

308 

— 

843 

32 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci  .  •  • 

6.75 

25.57 

27.7 

15.4 

1.54 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

'Thole  Carcases  condemned  ... 

1 

1 

rr 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  „ .  • 

, 

26 

151 

-- 

— 

33 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

3.96 

12.78 

— 

— 

1.40 

CYSTICERCOSIS 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  • .  * 

i 

1 

I 

l 

""" 

1 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration  . . . 

i 

i 

- 

- 

1 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

I 

_ 

j 

- 

1 

! 
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PRIED  FISH 


There  are  14-  premises  in  use  for  the  frying  of  fish. 

BAKEHOUSES 

The  16  bakehouses  in  the  district  are  satisfactory.  22  routine 
inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 

OTHER  FOODS 


The  following,  based  upon  a  statement  by  the  County  Council  Weights 
and  Measures  Inspectors,  is  a  summary  of  other  samples  obtained  in 
Northwich  Urban  District  during  the  year  1958* 


Nature  of  Sample 


Number 

Obtained 


Arrowroot 
Codeine  Tablets 
Flour  (S.R. ) 

Gin 


Glycerine  &  Blackcurrant  Tablets 
Ice  Cream  „ . .  ... 

Ice  Lolly  ...  ... 

Jam  (Blackcurrant)  ... 

Jelly  -  Table  (Raspberry) 
Lemonade  ... 

Liquid  Paraffin 
Millc  (Fresh)  ...  ... 

Pepper  (White )  . . .  ... 

Spice  (Mixed)  ...  ... 

Strawberries  (Tinned)  ... 
Sulphur  &  Yeast  Tablets  ... 
Tomato  Ketchup  ...  ... 


o 


o 


o 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

40 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Number  adulterated 
or  not  up  to  the 
recognised  standard 
of  quality 


1 

1 


Totals  60 


2 


Particulars  of  Adulterate d  N on- s tandard  samp 1 e  s ;  - 

1.  Strawberries  (Tinned)  -  contained  an  excess  of  grit  Cautioned  by 

(wt.  of  sand  and  grit)  Letter 

equivalent  to  approx.  2.0 

grains 

2.  Milk  (Channel  Islands)-  adult  ora.  ted  with  4/j  extraneous  Cautioned  by 

water  according  to  freezing  Letter 

point  only 
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SECTION  F 

PREVALENCE  OP,  AMD  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


1.  The  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  v/as  low,  with  the  exception 
of  measles,  as  may  he  gathered  from  the  following  table:- 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  hospital 

Scarlet  Fever  •••<>•••• 

14 

- 

Acute  Pneumonia  • 

6 

9m 

Erysipelas  •••ooo«*o*ooeo»o»o« 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ,.*.,...0.,, 

1 

- 

Dysentery  •»•«.«• . . . .  • 

4 

- 

109 

- 

Whooping  Cough  •  e  « . . » . 

3 

- 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic)  . 

- 

- 

Poliomyelitis  (Non-paralytic ) 0 „ 

L 
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2.  TUBERCULOSIS 

The  table  below  details  the  ages  of  both  new  cases  and  deaths  from 
both  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1958 


Age  Periods 

New 

Cases 

Do 

aths 

Re spiratory 

Non- 

Re  spiratory 

Re  spiratoiy 

Non- 

Re  spiratory 

M 

P 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

p 

Under  1  year 

_ 

1-5  years 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

5-15  " 

1 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

15  -  25  " 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  -  35  " 

- 

1 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35  -  45  " 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  -  55  " 

i 

~ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55  -  65  " 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

1 

— 

— 

1 

- 

— 

- 

Totals 

5 

2 

“  1 

2 

1 

! 
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During  1958,  6  cases  were  admitted  to  and  9  discharged  from  hospital* 

The  number  of  patients  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end  of  the 
years: - 

1947  1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954  1955  1956  1957  1958 

146  151  146  137  101  106  79  66  80  75  81  81 

B.C.G*  PROTECTION  AGAINST  TUBERCULOSIS 

In  addition  to  the  B.C.G*  protection  against  tuberculosis  as  carried  out 
at  the  local  Chest  Clinic  on  actual  contacts  to  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  the 
vaccination  of  new-born  babies  at  the  St*  MaryTs  Hospital,  Manchester,  the 
parents  of  school  children  of  the  12-13  years  age  group  in  the  area  ere  still 
being  offered  this  new  form  of  protective  treatment.  The  response  to  date 
on  the  part  of  the  parents  to  take  advantage  of  this  treatment  for  their 
children  has  been  good,  as  may  be  gathered  from  the  following: - 

Number  of  Consent  forms  issued  ...  353 

Number  of  Consents  received  * .  *  276 

Number  tested  and  found  to  need 

the  vaccination  ...  191 
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3.  MASS  RADIOGRAPHY 

The  unit  based  upon  Stockport  last  visited  the  area,  in  October,  1958* 
This  was  a  special  visit  for  the  purpose  of  X-raying  those  12  -  13  year  old 
children  in  the  School  B.C.G.  Scheme  who  were  found  to  be  "Mantoux  Positive”. 
The  response  was  most  satisfactory. 

4.  DISINFECTION  OF  PREMISES 

The  disinfection  of  9  homes  and  other  premises  was  carried  out  during 
the  year  as  follows:- 

For  Tuberculosis  (plus  steam  disinfection  of  bedding)  ...  4 

For  Infectious  Diseases,  etc.  .  . . 5 

5.  CHILDREN 1 S  SUMMER  CAMP 

In  connection  with  a  Holiday  Camp  sponsored  by  a  local  industry,  the 
medical  inspection  of  some  67  Northwich  School  children  was  arranged,  prior 
to  their  departure  to  a.  North  Hale s  Camp  from  24th  May  to  31st  May,  1958# 


I  would  like  to  say  in  closing  this  report,  how  much  I  appreciate  the 
help  I  have  received  from  the  Members  of  the  Council  and  Officials  in 
dealing  with  the  various  matters  which  have  arisen  during  the  year. 


W.S. SLATER,  M.B. ,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


nugus-s, 


1959. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


Summary  of  Figures  as  supplied  Ly  the  Analyst  in  Connection 
with  the  Three  Atmospheric  Deposit  Gauges  and  Lead  Peroxide 
Candles  sited  in  the  Northwich  Urban  District 


DeposiLs  of  Total  Solids  -  Monthly  Deposits  in  tons  per  Sq*MLle* 

(See  G-raph  No •  1 ) 

Year  -  January  to  December  1958 


Month 

Darain  St. 

Site 

He  a.lth  Depot 
Site 

Brook  St* 

Lo stock 

Site 

Average  for 

3  Sites 

January  1958 

15.85 

28.80 

29.36 

24.67 

February  n 

10.87 

22.46 

9.78 

a.  37 

March  M 

a. 34 

19.40 

12.86 

15.53 

t  •  — »  rp 

Aprii 

11,07 

16.45 

9.54 

12.35 

May  w 

13.49 

15.78 

50  c  3  0 

26.52 

June  n 

15.04 

18.36 

22.26 

18.55 

July  t? 

20.14 

27.13 

25.45 

24. 24 

August  :t 

10.93 

15.98 

17-39 

14.73 

September 

17.32 

20.53 

32.19 

23.34 

October  n 

14.69 

22.93 

22.05 

| 

19.89 

November  " 

14.80 

20.41 

26*68 

20.63 

December  n 

9.40 

18.80 

28.80 

19.00 

ATMO SPHEEIG  POLLUTION 

Sulphur  Dioxide  -  by  the  Lead  Peroride  Me thod 
The  figures  are  quoted  in  milligrams  per  100  sq*c.m.  per  day  (See  Graph  No •  2 ) 

Year  -  January  to  December  1958 


Month  | 

• 

Darwin  St. 

Site 

i 

Health  Depot 

Site 

Brook  St a 

Los  toclc 

Site 

Average  for 

3  Sites 

i 

January  1958 

2.18 

2C29 

1,66 

2.04 

February  tf 

2.25 

3.35 

1.39 

2.33 

March  :t 

2.08 

1.93 

1.18 

1.73 

April 

2  <,12 

1.71 

1.08 

1.63 

May  *’ 

1  n 

1.38 

Oo  92 

1.15 

June  ” 

1.20 

1.21 

0.57 

0.99 

July  " 

1.00 

1.44 

0.55 

0.99 

August  " 

0*76 

1.12 

0.47 

0.78 

September  ?! 

0.79 

0*66 

0.65 

0.70 

October 

1.40 

1.99 

0.89 

1.42 

November  tf 

2.16 

2.18 

0.99 

1.77 

December  ff 

2.00 

2.20 

1.42 

1.87 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


Rainfall  in  inches  (See  G-raph  No. 3) 

Year  -  January  to  December  1958 


Month 

Darwin  St. 

Site 

Health  Depot 
Site 

Brook  St. 

Los took 

Site 

Average  for 
3  Sites 

January  1958 

2.54 

2.14 

2.41 

2.36 

February  u 

4«30 

3.68 

4.23 

4.07 

March  n 

1.56 

1.44 

1.44 

1.4-8 

April  n 

0.75 

0.76 

0.87 

0.79 

May  tf 

2.46 

2.35 

2.57 

2.45 

June 

4.10 

4.02 

4.25 

A.  12 

July  M 

4.07 

3.81 

4.20 

4.02 

August  " 

3.08 

2.50 

3.05 

2.81 

September  ” 

4.33 

3.89 

3.84 

4.02 

October  M 

2.98 

3.00 

3-15 

3.04 

November  t: 

1.79 

1.80 

1.71 

1.76 

December  M 

3.45 

3.36 

3.49 

3.43 

t 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


r\ 


ompariscn  of  average  figures  for  Northwioh  v/ith  average  figures 
obtained  from  details  supplied  by  15  Local  Authorities, 

sene  of  uhich  arc  residential  and  some  industrial  (See  Graph  No  *4) 

No. 5  &  No. 6 

Year  -  January  to  December  1958 


Month 

Lainfall 

in  r  nolie  s 

Total  Soli 3s 

SO 2  mg, per 

(Tons  per  Scyml) 

100  sqfcm„per  day 

A 

*»■  *  1 

B 

A 

B 

A 

B 

January  1958 

2.36 

2.30 

24  0  67 

2201 

2.04 

2.7 

February 

4.07 

3.50 

-i  * .  — 7 
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